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good thing, but it is not, and never should be, the
be-all and end-all of every young man. For those
who like the idea of the Civil Service and can live
up to its ideals conscientiously, there is nothing
better, but for the sake of the hundreds of others
who come to England and have it thrust upon them
as a sort of hall-mark of respectability, I say that it
only ends as in my own case in a horrid failure, a
bitter disillusion, and often both.
Along with the Civil Service come a whole crowd
of respectable professions, and these include the Bar,
Engineering, Medicine and others of the same kind.
There is no peace on earth, nor any hope for those
like me, who believe that their creative energies lie
in another direction. Journalism is regarded as
third rate. Writing books is only tolerably passable,
but only if you write profound literature which is
reviewed in The Tunes for those who cannot be
bothered to read it. The authorities in India who
are in charge of education know so little about what
is going on in the world of modern literature that
they cannot possibly think of giving the young
anything more modern to read than Hardy and
Shaw. There is very little sense or feeling for
fiction, and the reading of novels is regarded as a
form of inertia not to be encouraged.
The explanation of this attitude is to be found in
the Indian's conception of work.    By work is meant